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Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

Limited Funding or Resources to Launch Your Project
Limited funding or resources to get your project off the ground.

Solution
Explore and set up crowdfunding platforms and apply grants while building a community 
around your idea. Tailor proposals to highlight your environmental and community impact. 
Share your mission clearly to gain supporters and attract resources.

Challenge 1

Manage Finances
with Purpose and Sustainability

Patreon: Build recurring support from donors who align with your mission. To add 

meaning to attract financial support, offer exclusive benefits like virtual tours of heritage 

sites or behind-the-scenes updates on your health initiatives. https://www.patreon.com/ 

GoFundMe: Create a campaign to raise funds for community-based projects, such as 
renovating a heritage building or organising free yoga classes in local parks. 
www.gofundme.com 

Optimisation Tools

Patreon and GoFundMe

https://www.patreon.com/
http://www.gofundme.com/
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Struggling to Track Income and Expenses Effectively

Solution
Use tools to monitor your finances and budget effectively. Avoid unnecessary expenses 
and focus on sustainable investments. Automate financial tracking to save time and 
prevent errors. Automate expense tracking and create budgets aligned with your 
sustainable goals.

Challenge 2

Wave: Free accounting software to track income, expenses, and invoices. waveapps.com

Google Sheets: Create simple, customisable financial tracking spreadsheets. 

https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/ 

QuickBooks: Track income and expenses, generate reports, and manage payroll 

sustainably. Use it to keep a record of eco-friendly investments or green certifications. 

quickbooks.intuit.com

Xero: Monitor cash flow, automate invoices, and ensure you’re sticking to a budget that 
supports sustainability goals like sourcing locally or reducing waste. 
https://www.xero.com/ie/ 

Optimisation Tools

Wave, Google Sheets, QuickBooks and Xero

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

https://www.waveapps.com/
https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.xero.com/ie/
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Ineffective Pricing of Products or Services
Not pricing your products or services effectively

Solution
Research competitive pricing strategies that reflect your value while staying accessible. 
Factor in costs and long-term sustainability goals.

Challenge 3

Google Sheets: Create a dynamic pricing model to track costs, margins, and market 
pricing. Use formulas to calculate your break-even point and profit margins, adjusting as 
needed to stay competitive and sustainable.
https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/ 

Float: Use Float to forecast cash flow and manage budgets, ensuring your pricing strategy 
aligns with your financial goals and long-term sustainability.

QuickBooks: Keep track of expenses, income, and taxes to help adjust your pricing 

strategy in real-time based on actual performance and ensure it supports business growth. 

quickbooks.intuit.com

Xero: Use Xero’s real-time accounting tools to monitor financial health, helping you adjust 
prices for products or services based on up-to-date profit and loss data. 
https://www.xero.com/ie/ 

Optimisation Tools

Google Sheets, Float, QuickBooks and Xero

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.xero.com/ie/
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Unclear Budgeting for Your Grassroots Idea

Solution
Break down costs into categories like marketing, equipment, and operations. Allocate a 
portion for sustainable practices, like using eco-friendly materials.

Challenge 4

Google Sheets: Build a customisable budget with clear categories. 

https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/ 

Xero: Automate budgets and track spending on sustainability-focused areas. 
https://www.xero.com/ie/ 

Optimisation Tools

Google Sheets and Xero

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

Difficulty Managing Income from Multiple Sources
Difficulty managing income from multiple sources (donations, grants, sales). 

Solution
Use tools to consolidate income streams and ensure transparency for your community or 
partners.

Challenge 5

https://workspace.google.com/products/sheets/
https://www.xero.com/ie/
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Wave: Free software for tracking income and generating reports. waveapps.com

QuickBooks: Monitor income streams, including crowdfunding campaigns, and align 
spending with sustainability goals. quickbooks.intuit.com 

Optimisation Tools

Wave and QuickBooks

Overpaying for Supplies or Services

Solution
Identify vendors offering sustainable products at competitive prices. Track and evaluate 
spending to optimise costs.

Challenge 6

Honey: Find discounts on necessary purchases. https://www.joinhoney.com/ 

FairTrade Finder: Locate eco-friendly suppliers that align with your values. 
https://www.fairtrade.net/en/fairtrade-finder.html 

Optimisation Tools

Honey and FairTrade Finder
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https://www.waveapps.com/
https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.joinhoney.com/
https://www.fairtrade.net/en/fairtrade-finder.html
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Failing to Plan for Long-Term Financial Sustainability

Solution
Use forecasting tools to predict future expenses and income based on seasonal trends or 
community needs.

Challenge 7

Float: A cash flow forecasting tool to plan sustainable growth. https://www.float.com/ 

Budgeto: Simplified forecasting and budgeting tailored for small businesses. 
https://budgeto.com/en/ 

Optimisation Tools

Float and Budgeto

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

Wasting Resources or Overspending on Unsustainable Products or
Services

Solution
Keeping track of your finances should align with your sustainability goals, meaning you 
need to make mindful decisions about where your money goes. Implement financial 
tracking and budgeting tools to help optimize resource usage and ensure sustainable 
spending.

Challenge 8

https://www.float.com/
https://budgeto.com/en/
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QuickBooks allows you to track income, expenses, and taxes in a simple and organized 

way. You can create custom reports to track eco-friendly purchases and see how your 

spending aligns with your sustainability goals, helping you make informed decisions that 

reduce waste and cost. quickbooks.intuit.com

Wave helps small businesses manage their finances, with tools for accounting, invoicing, 

and receipt scanning. It can help you monitor spending, ensuring you're not overspending 

on unsustainable products or services, while also tracking income and budgeting for green 

initiatives. waveapps.com

Good Budget provides a simple and effective way to manage your finances and set aside 
funds specifically for sustainability-focused projects or green initiatives. By using Good 
Budget, you can track your spending and allocate resources toward eco-friendly practices, 
reducing waste and promoting long-term sustainability within your business. 
https://goodbudget.com/ 

Optimisation Tools

QuickBooks, Wave and Good Budget 

Difficulty Managing Late Payments and Chasing Customers for
Invoices

Solution
Set up automatic invoicing and reminders to ensure timely payments without extra effort.

Challenge 9

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

https://quickbooks.intuit.com/
https://www.waveapps.com/
https://goodbudget.com/
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Freshbooks helps you create and send professional invoices automatically. It also sends 

reminders to your customers when payments are due, saving you time and reducing the 

need for follow-ups. This ensures a steady cash flow and helps you stay on top of your 

finances. www.freshbooks.com 

Optimisation Tools

Freshbooks

Lack of Guidance on Financial Planning and Accessing Grants or Tax
Benefits

Solution
Visit a local government office or business hub for free workshops or consultations to gain 
insights into financial planning, grants, and tax benefits.

Challenge 10

Manage Finances
Challenges & Digital Solutions

Microsoft Teams: Use this tool to schedule and hold virtual meetings with local 

financial advisors. It allows you to easily plan your first year of business and discuss 

funding opportunities, grants, and tax benefits tailored to your eco-health tourism project. 

microsoft.com/microsoft-teams 

Optimisation Tools

Microsoft Teams

http://www.freshbooks.com/
https://www.microsoft.com/en/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software
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Great job exploring these ideas! Now it’s time to 
dive in, investigate the tools, and start putting 
them into action. Take the next step toward 
transforming your vision into a reality by making 
these tools work for you. 

Well Done!

Don’t Forget to Connect with Us on…

See our Optimising Business Operations Tools here

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094655078232
https://www.instagram.com/grassroots.eu/?igshid=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/@grassroots-eu
https://ecohealthforyouth.com/toolbox/assess-environmental-impact/
https://www.tiktok.com/@grassroots.eu?_t=8cB8BBiN5Ms&_r=1
https://ecohealthforyouth.com/toolbox/optimise-business-operations/
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